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“and there’s the humour of it’ 


A KENNEL STORY. 


HE bob-tailed fox was a rare old sinner 
| As ever quit cover ata ‘untsman’s cheer, 
As ever coaxed a gosling to come ‘ome with him to 
dinner, 
Or barked to a vixen in the moonlight clear; 
And we ran him, come each season, as is only orthodox, 
But he beat us every gallop, did the bob-tailed fox. 


The bob-tailed fox was a rum old clever 
As ever left gorse-bush, at the ‘orn's sweet twang, 
For the greasy grazy grasslands o’ the vale, and, “ Swelp 
me never,” 
Says the whip at the corner when he sees him go bang, 
When he stands in his stirrups while a watchful eye he 
cocks 
Ere he ups his ‘and an' 'ollers, “'tis the bob-tailed fox !” 


The bob-tailed fox was the game old artful, : 
He saw six Novembers, and he robbed and he ran; wa) 


An’ monkey tricks—Lord love yer !—he 'ad 'em by the Filia 
cartful 


To diddle you owdacious—'ounds, Master and man; 
And your blood three-figure 'orses he would leave 'em 
cooked as crocks 


And fourteen miles from Melton, would the bob-tailed fox. ~ oe ST a Tipe — 
But once old Bob went ‘ome 'cross a county ; ‘ / A : ‘“@ 
A 'undred watched him go away, 'eard the merry ree 9 


tune— 
But who saw the finish o' that fifty-minute bounty 
When the bitches were upon him in the grey afternoon ? 
On the rollin’ ridge-an'-furrow came his hour, by all the 
clocks, 
And we eats him in the open, eats the bob-tailed fox. 


To kennel we iogs, the West wet and yellow, 
Meets a gent, thrown out an’ all, jealous sort o’ bloke, 


/ “H'm! twelve mile point and killed?" says he, nesty 
ee S crabbin’ fellow, 
\ “And ‘changed' as many times, I'll lay.” ‘Untsman 
/ never spoke ; 


Just winked and from his pocket pulled that skimpiest 
of docks, 
The ruddy muddy rudder of the bob-tailed fox ! 
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INTRODUCTORY NOTE 


**A jest’s prosperity lies in the ear 
Offhim who hears it, never in the tongue 
Ofjhim who makes it’? 
| “Love’s Labour’s Lost’ 
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“Crikey, Bill! Skipper’s swarmed up the bowsprit—and fallen into the sea !’” 


_ JACK ASHORE : 
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“Hi !——._ Can’t you see that’s a sown field ?”’ 
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: “I’m only riding up the seam, 


SPORTING TAILOR: 


MASTER: “Did you see a fox cross the road ?” 
ROADMAN : “I zeed one cross the road ’bout a fortnight ago.”’ 
MASTER: “Did you, now? We must be farther behind than I thought, then.” 
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“Extraordinary ! Wouldn’t have believed such a thing possible !”” 


OLD STALKER : “Well, well, a stag’s a verra queer beastie : there’s a deal 0’ 


TyRo (who has just missed) : 
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OLD DOGS AND NEW MASTERS 
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HUNTSMAN (to troublesome novice) : “Sorry to ’ave got in your way, Ma’am! I ‘ope it’ asn’t prevented you 
catchin’ the fox.” 
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HIGHLAND FERRYMAN (during momentary lull in the storm) : “I’m thinking, sir, I’ll just tak’ yer fare ; there’s 
no sayin’ what might happen to us.” 
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VET. (puzzled by obscure case of lameness in doctor's hunter) : “I wish my patients could tell their symptoms like 


yours, doctor.” 
Doctor (just returned from attending a very voluble hypochondriac) : 


“You ought to thank heaven they can’t.” 
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FAINT VOICE FROM THE PATIENT: 


HUNTSMAN (to his assistant) : 


and hurry up with 


please, a little more air, 
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“Never mind about the air. 


SPORTSMAN 
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1.—A DOUBTFUL SEAT. 


2.—NoT GOING TOO WELL. 


3.—RESULT IN THE BALANCE. 


peopeicus , 


4.—A SAFE SEAT. 
ELECTION PROSPECTS 


The dream of a sporting candidate in an agricultural constituency. 
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STALKER (in a whisper) : “Tell the mistress to keep doon.” 
SPORTSMAN : “Keep your head down, Mary.” 
STALKER: “It’s no’ her heid.”’ 


HINTS TO YOUNG ANGLERS 


In case of accident whilst salmon-fishing, wading trousers, if fastened by a belt, as long as they remain air- 
tight, can be depended on to prevent your sinking. 
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79 
“That’s got to be jumped twice. Make some of you scratch 
PROSPECTIVE COMPETITOR: “Heads be hanged! I’m scratching my horse !” 


CLERK OF THE Course (proud of his work) : 
your heads.” 
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First Rustic: ‘What did ’e say to ye ?” 
SECOND Rustic: “‘ ‘ 
sez ‘’Ere’. 


Where am I’? sez ’’e. ‘In Varmer Pike’s ’ay field’, I sez. 
’e goes,” 


“Where’s that ?’ ’e sez, and I 
‘Wot town’s it near ?’ sez ’e. 


‘It be’ant near no town’, sez I. ‘Damfool!’ sez ’e; and off 
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“It’s a great pleasure to be able to send a haunch to one’s friends.” 


CANDID FRIEND (absent-mindedly ) : 
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First Tommy: ‘’Ullo, mate, any luck ?” 


SECOND Tommy: “No, ’tain’t no bloomin’ good, with them blighters disturbin’ the water like this.” 
(Overheard in Flanders, 1916) 
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War-TIME REcRuIT (addressing his steed for the first time) : “Now, commence.” 
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BRIEF HISTORY OF A NEW HAT 


(A STORY WITHOUT WORDS) 
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disregarding expert advice, has caught a fish) : 
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DuNCAN (gloomily extracting the fly) : 
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HunTSMAN (struggling through the 
HunTsMAN: “Standin’ still 
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“Whaur did ye catch him ?” 


INTERESTED SPECTATOR: 


“He’s brocht me all the way from Peebles and he dosna look like stoppin’ this 


DISHEVELLED FISHERMAN: 


side of Berwick.” 
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“I’ve had enough of this hustling. 
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LITTLE GIRL (to sportsman just dismounted from roarer to adjust curb chain) : 
a new tune ?”’ 
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(from the bog) : 
bottom here !” 


SHEPHERD : 
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“Confound you, 


SPORTSMAN 


“Zo there be, Maister, but thee ’aven’t got down to un yet !” 
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“I wish you would control that horse and let me get you 


CONSCIENTIOUS POINT-TO-POINT STARTER: 


started !” 


If you'd let us away I expect the other end would 


all right. 


“T’ve got control of one end of him 


follow !” 
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Whisky.” 
: “Did ye dope him ?” 


First COPER 
SECOND COPER: 


‘Devil a bit. 


ce 


“So you've sold that mad old brute at last. 
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a ae re ns wea. : 
Lapy: “I'll ask my husband to catch your horse if I can find him.” 
UNRECOGNIZABLE SPORTSMAN (emerging from very muddy brook) : “I am your husband.’’ 


OFFICIAL COLLECTOR OF THE CAP (by way of introducing himself): “A strange face, I think, Madam ?” 
ASTONISHED LADy: “Well, I greatly prefer it to yours, anyhow.” 
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JOCKEY (at provincial meeting, seeing for the first time the little, rat-like animal he is supposed to ride) : ““Cripes ! 
Where did you pick that up ? Did somebody shove it in your stocking at Christmas 2” 
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SPORTSMAN (who has handed the flask to the stalker to celebrate the death of a stag): ‘Won't you have the cup 2” 
STALKER: “I'll no require it, thank ye. My mooth just hauds a glass.” 
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SMALL ANGLER: “What are you making such a fuss about ?” 
Bic HIGHLANDER: ““Thae tamned midges waas fair eatin’ me.” 
ANGLER: “They haven’t touched me.” 
HIGHLANDER : “Maybe they haff not noticed you yet.” 
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First SPORTSMAN : “‘That’s your old horse Scene Shifter, isn’t it ?” 
SECOND SPORTSMAN : ““Yes—altering the landscape, as usual. 
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PASSENGER: “I would give five pounds to be out of this.” 


FARMER : “Keep thi money i’ thi pocket, thee’ll be out for nowt in liss’n two cracks !” 
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James. 
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ye know that ?” 
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I’m afraid you're taking too much alcohol again 
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“T can tell bv 
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KEEN TEMPERANCE ADVOCATE : 
JAMES (well-known toper) : 
TEMPERANCE ADVOCATE : 


JAMES : 
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ma’am, but Peter’s nephew will be 


BoaTMAN: ‘Peter and me’ll not be able to take ye out fishing tonight, 
afther takin’ ye, if ye like ?” 

Lapy: ‘Well, I hope Peter’s nephew is cleaner than Peter is.” 

BoaTMAN : “He is ma’am, he’s younger.” 
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M.F.H. (seeing sporting oculist acting Good Samaritan to badly scratched sportsman) : “Have a care, John. 
The fee’s a guinea a mile, and we're fifty from London !”’ 
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KEEPER: “There’ll no be many birds shot here, I’m thinkin’.” 
SHEPHERD : “‘Hoo’s that ?” 


KEEPER: ‘Weel, the tenants is auld gentlemen, and yin o’ them can shoot 
but he canna travel, and the ither yin can travel but he canna shoot.” 


R.S.: “Oh, don’t mention it. We’ll have the moor enlarged before you come again.” 
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SPORTSMAN (noticing that old runner has put his tip in his mouth) : “Take care you don’t swallow it.” 
RuNNER: “Bless yer life, sir, it’s too small to do any ’arm.”’ 
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LONG DISTANCE GROOMING 
(Swaythling Remount Depét 1915) 
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WITH THE STRATFORD-ON-AVON HUNT 
“There will be abusing of God’s patience and the King’s English.” 


(The Merry Wives of Windsor) 
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New Forest Native: “Get off! Get off! Let him loose!” 
Lapy Visitor: ‘If I do, I shan’t see any more of him today ! eee y 
New Forest Native: “If you don’t, you'll not see any more than the end of his tail in about_two minutes | 
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RUNNER: “Bless yer life no, sor, we be emptyin’ the water out of his boots.” 
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HINTS TO YOUNG ANGLERS 


If, when provided with a licence to fish for trout, you should chance to catch a salmon, be sure that your coat 
is long enough before you decide to take your fish home. 
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Guest: “Do you know anybody with a real good dog to sell 2” 
Donatp: ‘“Naebody ever sells a guid dog.” 
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. THE HUNT STEEPLECHASE SEASON 
AMATEUR JOCKEY: “Hold hard a moment, starter, please. Would you mind taking charge of my teeth?” 
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EXASPERATED STALKER (after long ineffectual stalk) : 


Funny, 
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crown smokes a fox is sure to go away. 
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“As soon as I light one of these half- 
“T wonder you give so much for them if they smell as bad as that. 


ain’t it ?”’ 
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ANXIOUS MOTHER (to competitor in Ladies’ Race): ‘Do be careful, dear, and 
don’t go too fast.” 
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Shure we’re kapin’ up with the gentry !”’ 


bad luck to thim ! Niver moind. 
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(who chances to be the only person beside yourself up at the death) asks you to get her the brush. You 
find it in possession of Ravager, the most savage hound in the pack. What is the dignified course to pursue ? 
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You were not strapped in 


“By Jove! 


It wouldn’t have mattered.” 
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Pitot (just landed from a bumpy flight) : 


PASSENGER (collapsed) : 
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“What the deuce d’you mean, riding over me like that ?”’ 
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M.F.H. (getting up) : 
YouTH (with a bad stutter) : 
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lied with foxes, to huntsman from neighbouring hunt, 


“T want to have a talk with you about feeding hounds, Jack.” 


whose county is particularly well supp 


which is not) : 
Jack: “Bless ye, sir, if I was ’ere I’d feed ’em on foxes. 


Younc M.F.H. ( 
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“Likely to prevent your getting o 
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“T wonder you ride a 
SECOND SPORTSMAN : 
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ANGLER: “The water’s getting too heavy for the fly, Alec. What about 
getting some bait ?”’ 


ALEC (a famous fly fisher): ‘As ye please, sir, but I hope ye’ll no mention 
it up bye. I wadna like to be associate wi wor-r-ums. 
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ANGLER: “Are you keen about politics, Donald 2” 
Donatp: ‘‘Aye, I’m a great reader o’ the papers.” 

ANGLER: ‘Of any particular party ?”’ 

DONALD : 


“Weel, it depends on what the sandwiches are wrappit up in i 
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Visitor: “What kind of fishing season have you had, McKay ?” 


McKay: “The varra worst. There wasna but three real fishin’ days, and twa o’ them was snappit up by 
the Sawbath !” 
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NERVOUS AMATEUR (0 very tired horse) : “Give us a bit of room. You've been jumping on top of me all the 


way round.” 
JOCKEY OF EXPERIENCE : “Don’t worry, my lad, you'll have all the course to yourself presently.”’ 
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VOICE FROM BEHIND THE BIG BANK : ‘‘What’s on the other side ?” 
IRISHMAN: “I am—thanks be to Hiven.” 
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““Swears a bit, does ’e, sometimes ?”’ 


Just opens ’is mouth and lets it say what it likes. 


a masterpiece, ’e is. 
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: “But what are umpty tumps ?” 
“But what is the umpty ?” 


: ‘What are all those mounds ?”’ 
VISITOR 
VISITOR : 


cs ri 
- (o) 
Sc ae 
Se 
Am se 
eo ayo 
Shem 
D 
= S be 
‘2 fo) 
Bae Ss eS 
Sos 
ne OY 4 NS A\\ 
= (C= WW NX Sy 
rm: SH WAL GG \ 
SS co _ Cd 
SS cS SOR 
Bans < SYS 
we BS 
8 Ss 
2a Of 
Ss ge 
Se 
: jena ef 
(a4 
Sis 
EOEE 
mm fe 
=) = 
KHnNAdA 


e we Pe RR <a 


re 


We 


, 
J 
y. 


he’s all right, but no good for our countr 
Id stop him !” 


2 Olale 
s the only thing wou 


): 


he horse 


- and I think that’ 


who has been trying t 


“Well, how do you like him ?”’ 


too far from the sea 


INTENDING PURCHASER ( 


OWNER: 


A 


\) 


We 


SN 
UY 


SISTER (to elderly prodigal, who is much given to pawning his things) : ‘“‘What's 
the ticket on your best coat, Sandy ?” 


SANDY: “That was the nicht I was at McPherson’s ball. They tak yer 
coat from ye at the door and gie ye a ticket for it.” 
SISTER: ““H’m—aye. I see there’s yin on yer troosers as well.” 
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SANDY (to February salmon fisher) : “It’s a guid thing ye didna come last week. It was awfu’ bad weather.” 
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Biwpy (addressing very bandy-legged buckeen, who 1s monopolizing the firein I rish waiting room): “Glory be, 
Mr. Moriarty, come away from that fire. Your legs is warpin’ terrible. 
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FATHER (whose son has been shooting, accompanied by a native servant): “Well, how did the young sahib 
shoot ?” 


NATIVE: “The sahib shot well—but Allah was good to the birds.” 
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TROUBLE WITH A BANK 


“Be aisy, yer honour, shure ye have the doctor in front and the clergyman 
behind, besides meself, that’s the vet.” 
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FOREMAN (needing men): ‘“’Ere—do you know anything about 
’ousebreaking ?” 


LoaFER: “I’ve done a bit of it.” 
FOREMAN : “Well, ’ow would you like a job up there ?” 
LoaFER: “Lumme! I didn’t say I was a blinkin’ cat burglar.”’ 
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A rash advance made without adequate security was, we understand, the reason for the 
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The popularity of greyhound racing has enormously increased the value of 
that breed, and great difficulty is being found in supplying the demand. 
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VOICE FROM THE CROWD (to pugilist who has been cover 
wrong shop. 
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dif ee eZ ali “ ARES TD + sal ae 
First SPORTSMAN (at conclusion of beat, after a sumptuous lunch): “I say, old chap, was that a peacock flew 
over in that beat ?”’ 
SECOND SPORTSMAN: ‘“‘Yes, I thought so, didn’t you ?” 


First SPORTSMAN: “Yes, but I didn’t like to say so till I asked you.” 
SECOND SPORTSMAN : “‘Same here.” 
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disqualified.”’ 


BATHING WomAN (fo English lady) : “Voila, madame, une belle paire de chaus- 
sons” ; (noticing disapproval in visitor’s face) “Ah, madame ne veut 
pas ? Je suis desolée, mais pour le moment il ne me reste pas de plus 
grands,” 
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SCHOOL CHILDREN (after crack shot has taken a beautiful right and left out of a big covey) : 
he’s missed !”° 
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NEW OWNER (who has just bought schooner yacht): ‘Look ’ere, Macpherson, 
you'll ‘ave to’ave that pillar removed before my wife comes down. 
She'll want to sit at the head of the table.” 


MACPHERSON : “Weel, ye’ll hae to mak’ a steamer 0’ her, for that’s one o’ 
the masts.” 
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FIRST STALKER (meeting second stalker from another beat): “How did you get on with your gentleman, 
Angus ?” 

SECOND STALKER : “Verra bad. He shot over the beast and he shot under it and a’ roond it ; then he flung 
his rifle after it, and he was as near killing it that way as any other whatever.” 
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WAITER (to country visitor at the Grand National, feeding at unusual hour) : 
“Sorry, sir, if you’re not satisfied.”’ 


CouNTRY VISITOR (inspecting the bill): ‘Satisfied ! Why, I can get better 
food at ’ome on washin’ days.” 
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FISHING GHILLIE : “If ye could get yer flee into the back o’ yon stone ye’d maybe be gettin’ a fush.”’ 
PUNCTILIOUS ANGLER (fenant of one side of the river) : “But that’s hardly in our water, I think.” 
GHILLIE : “Well, he’d be on our side before I’d be takin’ the gaff tae him whatever.”’ 
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A SONG FOR THE HOLIDAYS 
‘Where my caravan has rested.” 
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SPORTING Doctor: “Hullo, I thought you said you only carried that flask 
for emergencies !” 


RIPE OLD SPORTSMAN: “This 7s one! I want a drink.” 
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ENGLISH CLERGYMAN : “You say you have ten to twelve score sheep in your charge ?” 
SHEPHERD : “Aye, forbye the lambs.” 

ENGLISH CLERGYMAN: “Well, I have a much larger flock than yours in my country.” 
SHEPHERD : “Is that so? . What kind o’ lambing season did ye have the year ?” 
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SHOOTING TENANT: ‘Man Sandy, you're not looking a day older since I saw you last season. What would 


be your age, now ?”’ | 
SANDY: ‘Weel, I count ma sheep and I count ma siller, but I never count ma years, ye canna lose onny o 


them.” 
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HARRIER HUNTSMAN 
Weel, don’t let 
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“And why, may I ask, am I being sent out ?” 
, vice and unsoundness.”’ 


“Age 
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“Do you happen to remember the names of a few of your hounds ?” 
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Lavy GoLFER: “Do you know this is my birthday ? What are you going to give me, Uncle ?” 
ScotcH UNCLE: “I'll give you the next hole.” 


ANGRY FARMER: “Only one truss cut the whole afternoon ? What do you think you’re playing at ?” 
Farm Hanp: “I be playing ’ide and seek with t’ol bull. ’E ’ave a-gotten out—an’ if thou bides there long 
thou’ll be playin’ too.” 
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Lapy (at her first otter hunt) : 
“They’ 
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PLAYS FOR THE HUNTING FIELD 
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VISITOR TO THE FREE STATE: “Are we in time for the train, Mike ?” 

MIKE: “Yeare. She’s always forty minutes late.” 

VisITOR: ‘Then why don’t they change the time table ?”’ 

MIKE: “Och, t’would niver do at all, at all, She wouldn’t have any call to hurry then,” 
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Fair AMERICAN VISITOR (getting made wise as to whose who): “Say, who’s the stout guy in front on the 
pinto ?” . 


NATIVE: “Great lawyer. They once thought he would have been made Master of the Rolls.” 
FAIR AMERICAN VISITOR: “Never heard of them. Vurry provincial pack, I guess !”’ 
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SPORTSMAN (not a first flighter, at level crossing) : “Confound this crowd! I wish they’d get on!” 
Rattway Porter: “Plenty of room up in front, sir.” 
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FLIES FOR YOUNG ANGLERS 
A rise to the “blue upright”’. 
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SPORTSMAN (unfortunately a reputed humorist): ‘May I introduce my friend Mr. Winkles ?” 
Lapy: “Don’t be silly, Jack ! What’s his real name ?” 
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COLLECTOR (to riparian householder): ‘You're behind with your water rates. 
If you don’t pay ’em within ten days you'll have the supply cut off.” 


86 


SS os DART O WA 
% EZ ae 
S << ae ae ae 


VIsITOR: “Why did you hang the looking-glass above the trough ?” 
PIG OWNER: “Well, sorra the bite she’d eat for lonesomeness ; but since I was fixin’ it 0’ 
; ; the bit o’ glass 
her, she sees the other waan aitin’, an divil a drop she’ll lave.” ae 
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PULLET (emerging after the eclipse): ‘Rather a quick 
night. What have we got todo now? Lay 


again ?” 

O_p Hen: “No fear! That’s only another of the 
owner’s stunts to try to get two eggs a day out 
of you.” 
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